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Compromise in screener flap
AMPAS members get mpes, others vip deal

ESPN, Cox
swap blows
in fees fight

By Andrew Wallenstein

Tense con-
tract negotia-
tions between
ESPN and Cox
Communica-
tions  spilled
into  public
view Thursday
as both sides
traded barbed
accusations
over the license fees that the Walt
Disney Co.-owned sports power-
house charges cable operators.

“Cox continues to grossly
overstate the impact of ESPN’s
wholesale cost on its retail pricing
decisions,” said George Boden-
heimer, president of ESPN and
ABC Sports, in an address Thurs-
day at Washington’s National
Press Club.

See ESPN/COX o7 page 45

Bodeneimer

By Gregg Kilday

It’s official: The MPAA has
partially lifted its screener ban
Thursday and will allow the stu-
dios to send encoded videocas-
sette screeners, under strict
guidelines, to the 6,000-plus
members of the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sci-
ences.

But members of other groups
— such as the Hollywood For-
eign Press Assn., the SAG nomi-
nating committee and the vari-
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Valenti

ous critics’ associations — will

not be given screeners this year.
The compromise, which was

approved at a midday teleconfer-

Cablevision

By Georg Szalai

NEW YORK — Conceding that
funding needs for its satellite TV
business would be higher than
originally expected, cable operator
Cablevision Systems said late
Thursday that its board has — after
a review — approved a drastically
altered plan to spin off the satellite
operation next year along with
cable networks AMC, IFC and

OKs spinoff

WE: Women’s Entertainment.
Significantly, Cablevision said
founder and chairman Charles
Dolan will leave his position after
the spinoff of Rainbow DBS to
function solely as chairman of the
new company, leaving his son to
take over. Originally, Dolan was set
to supervise both entities as chair-
man, which had raised some eye-
brows in the traditionally compet-
See GABLEVISION o7 page 46

Viacom posts record Q3 on ads, cable biz
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By Georg Szalai

NEW YORK — Entertainment
conglomerate Viacom Inc. on
Thursday reported a 9% profit
increase for its third quarter, driven
by another strong quarter at its
cable networks business and
improved advertising revenue.

While the financials marked a

new third-quarter record for the
company, management — in line
with a recent warning about 2003
growth rates — reiterated that local
advertising continues to rebound at
slower rates than projected at the
beginning of the year.

However, ever-bullish manage-
ment predicted that this would

See VIAGOM o7 page 46 Karmazm

ence by the heads of the MPAA
member companies along with
nonsignatories New Line Cine-
ma and DreamWorks Pictures,
was announced jointly by Acade-
my president Frank Pierson and

MPAA president Jack Valenti.
The plan, which is being char-
acterized as a one-year experi-
ment, would appear to bring to
an end what Valenti described in
an interview as “the toughest
single issue I have ever faced in
my 37 years at the MPAA. Try-
ing to gather everyone in a circle
and bring about a unanimous
decision was difficult and ago-
See SCREENERS o7 page 44

Writing team
driving script
for ‘Love Bug’

By Chris Gardner

Red-hot comedy writing duo
Thomas Lennon and Robert Ben
Garant have been tapped by the
Walt Disney Co. to pen the redo
of “Herbie the Love Bug” in a
deal that comes close to the sev-
en-figure mark, sources said.
Robert Simonds is producing.

The project has been in devel-
opment at the studio for years,
with various versions penned by

See “LOVE BUG” on page 45
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